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COMHAIRLE CATHRACH AGUS CONTAE PHORT LÁIRGE  
WATERFORD CITY AND COUNTY COUNCIL  

 
Meeting of the Metropolitan District held in City Hall, Waterford on 21st March 2016 @ 5.00pm 
 
Present: 

Cllr. Eamon Quinlan Mayor 
Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan 
Cllr. Breda Brennan 
Cllr. Joe Conway 
Cllr. Davy Daniels  
Cllr. Pat Fitzgerald  
Cllr. Blaise Hannigan  
Cllr. Jason Murphy 
Cllr. Joe Kelly 
Cllr. Eddie Mulligan  
Cllr. Mary Roche 
Cllr. Cha O’Neill 
Cllr. Jim Griffin 
Cllr. John Hearne 
Cllr. John Cummins 
Cllr. Sean Reinhardt 

Officials in attendance: 

Mr. L. Power, District Manager  
Mr. J. Sullivan, SEO, Housing, Community & Culture  
Mr. P. McCarthy, SE Roads 
Mr. R. Mannix, SE Roads Projects  
Mr. J. Gallagher, EE, Roads 
Mr. P. Kelly, AO. Planning  
Mr. L. O’Brien AO, Environment  
Mr. E. Ruane, SEO, Corporate  
Mr. B. Duggan, SEO, Economic Development 
Ms. M. Fitzsimons, CO Economic Development. 

 
Apologies:   Cllr. Adam Wyse 
 
Vote of Sympathy: 

Votes of sympathy were extended to the families of: Richard ‘Tich’ Meagher, John Molloy, Veronica 
Bailey and Patricia Griffin mother of Cllr. Griffin. 

Vote of Congratulations: 

Votes of congratulations were extended to: 

Waterpark Rugby Club U/16 and U/18 on their Munster final wins 
Organising committee of the Tramore St. Patrick’s Day parade 
Organising committee of the Waterford City St. Patrick’s Day parade 

1. Confirmation of Minutes 
 
The minutes of the Metropolitan District meeting held on the 15th February 2016 were proposed by Cllr. 
Cummins, seconded by Cllr. O’Sullivan and agreed. 
 

2. Matters Arising 

Cllr. Cummins welcomed the Newgate Property Ltd. planning permission application for the Applemarket 
Shopping Development and enquired as to the timescale for the planning process. Cllr. Roche requested an 
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update on a workshop on festive lighting. Cllr. Conway requested an update on the rateability of 
educational sites in Tramore and on the issuing of a letter of congratulations to the Seahorse 
Commemoration Committee, he also request a progress update on the Summerhill Roundabout traffic 
management. 
B. Duggan SEO confirmed that festive lighting is being assessed by the consultancy team working on 
lighting of the public realm and a workshop will be arranged when draft plan ready. L. Power District 
Manager confirmed the planning application for the Applemarket Shopping Development, and that the 
planning process will take approx. eight weeks; he outlined that the educational sites in Tramore are 
currently not rateable; their rateability into the future depends on their next use. Cllr. Daniels requested that 
affected businesses in the Applemarket area be kept updated. L. Power District Manager confirmed that 
consent has been received from all pertinent landowners. P. McCarthy SE confirmed that a site visit to the 
Summerhill Roundabout has taken place plan and a traffic count will follow to identify issues. 
Cllr. Conway requested that the Council ensure that vacant educational sites in Tramore do not deteriorate. 
Cllr. Daniels requested an update on the Rockett derelict site at Westown for next meeting. L. Power 
District Manager confirmed that sustainable uses for the building are being sought. E. Ruane SEO agreed 
to revert with regard to the communication to Seahorse Commemoration Committee. Cllr. Mulligan 
enquired about damage to the wall in the Cloughernagh area and signage for the area as dumping is taking 
place. Cllr. O’Neill requested an update on the North Quays demolition and on the installation of reflector 
on the Ring Road centre median P. McCarthy SE agreed to monitor the Cloughernagh area and will revert 
re same. R. Mannix SEE agreed to seek quotations for reflectors for the Ring Road centre median. L. 
Power District Manager outlined that the North Quays demolition in an 18 week programme of works and 
no delay is anticipated. 
 

3.  Planning 
 

(a) Planning Lists were circulated by email. Noted. 

(b) Planning & Development Act, 2000 as amended – Planning & Development Regulations 2001 as 
amended – Part VIII – Completion of Process – Tramore House Gardens was circulated by email 
and was proposed by Cllr. O’Sullivan, seconded by Cllr. Hannigan and agreed 
 

(c) Extinguishment of Public Right of Way – Commencement of the Process – Larchville Housing 
Estate was circulated by email and was proposed by Cllr. Cummins, seconded by Cllr. Hearne and 
agreed. 
 

(d) Material Contravention of the Tramore Area Plan – Completion of the Process – Proposed 
Development: For change of use of ground floor of existing off licence to restaurant and first floor  
apartment at The Pier, junction of Newtown Road and Cove Road, Tramore, Co. Waterford. 
L. Power District Manager outlined that the Planning Authority had considered all aspects of this 
application with the addition of conditions to address any concerns. As a contravention of the 
Tramore Area Plan this rested with the members to decide as a reserved function; he advised that 
13 votes (three quarters of the members) were required for the decision to grant.  
Cllr. Kelly stated that he was against proposal as residence had rights and extra traffic would cause 
inconvenience to residents. Cllr. Cummins noted that the existing use of the property was an off 
licence and he would prefer a restaurant at this location. Cllr. Conway outlined history of site and 
welcomed the proposed development in this area. Cllr. Mulligan enquired about using national 
newspapers for advertising the material contravention and noted existing zoning protects the 
amenity of existing residential development. Cllr’s. O Neill and Sullivan enquired about the 
previous requirement to pay €25,000 as a contribution for car parking. Cllr. Griffin asked could 
decision on this matter be postponed. Cllr Sullivan advised that all residents were informed 
regarding this planning application. L. Power District Manager dealt with all questions raised.  
 
The material convention was proposed by Cllr. Cummins, seconded by Cllr. Conway and put to the 
meeting. The vote, on a show of hands, was ten members in favour; four against and two 
abstentions. Having failed to get the required majority the motion was declared lost. 
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5. Municipal Works Programmes: 

Members agreed to the Mayors request to take item 5 before item 4. 
 
P. McCarthy SE introduced the Municipal Works Programmes outlining that provision for LIS or CIS can 
be made for within the Programmes. Cllr. Roche enquired about funding for Parks and Playgrounds and 
drainage works at Blenheim; Cllr. O’Neill enquired about roads in housing estates. Cllr. Conway enquired 
about drainage along the L1833 Fenor/Ballyscanlon area. P. McCarthy SE confirmed that provision has 
been made for maintenance and audit of playgrounds, he confirmed that drainage works at Blenheim have 
been included; he outlined that there is no provision in this budget for roads in housing estates other than 
minor works; he confirmed that he will liaise with the landowner re drainage works in the Ballyscanlon 
area. Cllr. Fitzgerald advised that work on the coastal roads is essentials for tourism. Cllr. Kelly enquired 
do the Council make the case for extra funding for roads and enquired if footpath repairs are included in 
the programme, he also enquired as to liability where a car is damaged by potholes and whether CCTV 
cameras would be fitted into the People’s Park. Cllr. Daniels concurred on the requirement to look after 
roads in housing estates and enquired about road safety works in the Ballymabin area and raised the issue 
of illegal dumping on rural roads. He enquired about staffing levels and  the Council fleet. Cllr. Hannigan 
requested grids over shores to prevent leaves getting into shores and requested that this be examined. P. 
McCarthy confirmed that he will revert on the works at Ballymabin; he confirmed that staffing levels are in 
accordance with the workforce plan agreed with the Department of Environment, Community and Local 
Government. He outlined that the Council fleet is a combination of owned and leased vehicles. He also 
agreed that any new initiative to assist with the control of water at shores/gullies will be examined; he 
outlined that the legal position is that the Council is liable if the damage is as a result of Council works or 
actions and that the required form is available on the Council website. L. O’Brien AO stated that the 
installation of cameras would be examined in relation to the overall security of parks. 
 
The Municipal Works Programmes were proposed by Cllr. Kelly, seconded by Cllr. Daniels and agreed. 
 
4. Reports  

Cllr. Murphy commended the Housing Team for the cleanup of the clock in Closegate and enquired as to 
when the workings of the clock will be fixed; he also enquired about Cumann na mBan signage for the 
Outer Ring Road. Cllr. Mulligan enquired about lighting in Riverside, Ballinakill Downs area, the cleaning 
of road signs and raised the issue of the Passage East goats. Cllr. Fitzgerald enquired about directional 
signage for Ballymacaw. Cllr. Reinhardt requested details about fire charges. P. McCarthy confirmed that 
he will follow up on signage for the Outer Ring Road, he will contact the ESB re the Riverside area and 
update and he outlined that signs are cleaned on an as needs basis, he also confirmed that signage will be in 
place for Ballmacaw area shortly; he updated on fire service charges. L. O’Brien AO agreed to contact the 
vet with regard to the increasing goat population. J. Sullivan SEO will revert with regard to the Closegate 
Clock. Cllr. Conway referred to a traffic survey carried out in the Summerhill area in 2013 for Waterford 
County Council. Cllr. Roche requested a copy of the Arts Strategy and that all SPC minutes be circulated 
to Councillors; Cllr. Kelly commended the tree pruning programme currently in progress and enquired 
about tree stump removal; he raised a query about pay by weight refuse fees. Cllr. Hannigan raised the 
issue of building presentation of the old Grand Hotel and Xtra-vision sites in Tramore. P. McCarthy SE 
will review the report on traffic in the Summerhill area. J. Sullivan SEO agreed to circulate the SPC 
minutes and confirmed that the art grants will be brought to a workshop after Easter. L. O’Brien AO 
confirmed the programme of works for tree stump removal and will clarify details re Hillview; he 
confirmed that the pay by weight regulations provide for a minimum charge to encourage the segregation 
of waste, costs will be market lead. L. Power District Manager confirmed that the presentation issues in 
Tramore related to The Grand Hotel which has been acquired recently and he will examine the XtraVision 
building. 

It was proposed by Cllr. Daniels and seconded by Cllr Kelly and agreed to suspend Standing Orders for 
thirty minutes in order to deal with outstanding items on the agenda. 

Cllr. O’Neill requested an update on the Tenant Purchase Scheme; he also requested a filter light at the 
traffic lights on Paddy Browne’s Road into Lismore Park. Cllr. Griffin requested that CCTV cameras be 
used to detect and prevent illegal dumping on Ballygunner to Airport Rd. he commended Council staff for 
their work in removing rubbish as a result of illegal dumping; he also requested that the Beach Bye-Laws 
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prohibit the use of sulkies on beaches. Cllr. Brennan commended repair on pedestrian light at Kilcohan 
Park and that the surface at the entrance to the estate be assessed; she also raised the issue of bottles being 
dumped at St. John’s Riverwalk. P. McCarthy will review the traffic lights at Paddy Browne’s Road, the 
Beach Bye-Laws can be reviewed at SPC and he will assess the entrance to Kilcohan Park. L. O’Brien AO 
confirmed that CCTV is used to counteract illegal dumping and is deployed where suitable – he will 
examine further opportunities to use this technology, and he will follow up on the dumping issue at St. 
John’s Riverwalk. J. Sullivan SEO confirmed that the TPS scheme will be a national scheme and final 
details are awaited. Cllr. Griffin referred to vehicle speed on the road at Summerville and further lighting is 
required. P. Kelly AO confirmed that the lighting at Summerville has been taken in charge and that further 
elements remain to be completed before the estate can be taken in charge. 

6. Correspondence 
 

Correspondence from Waterford Women’s Centre requesting a meeting was circulated with the agenda.  
Cllr. Griffin indicated that the Group had extended an invitation to a tour of the facilities to the 
Councillors. It was agreed that members would visit the group and the Women’s Centre could present at 
the next meeting. 

 
7. Motions of Notice 

 
Motions in the name of Cllr. Eamon Quinlan  
 
''That this Council passes a resolution calling on the Minister and Department of Education to 
recognise Fenor National School's historic feeder status to the town of Tramore and that all Fenor 
students should be given equal status with all others in terms of application's to secondary level 
admittance into Ardscoil Na Mara''  

Reg. No. 27 (dated 11th March, 2016) 
Cllr. Fitzgerald proposed an amendment  
 

''That this Council calls on the Minister and Department of Education to liaise with Management of 
the feeder primary schools of Ardscoil  na Mara with a view to alter the catchment area of Ardscoil 
na Mara” 
 

Cllr’s Griffin, Kelly, Hannigan supported the amendment. Cllr O Neill noted similar issues between St 
Pauls and Butlerstown. Cllr Roche suggested original motion with Cllr Fitzgerald’s amendment included. 
Cllr Conway advised that this is a Department of Education issue. 

 
This amended motion was proposed by Cllr. Quinlan and seconded by Cllr. Fitzgerald and agreed. 
 

''That this Council passes a resolution calling on the Minister and Department of Education to 
recognise Fenor National School's historic feeder status to the town of Tramore and that all Fenor 
students should be given equal status with all others in terms of application's to secondary level 
admittance into Ardscoil Na Mara; and to further call on the Minister and the Department of 
Education to liaise with the management of the feeder primary schools of Ardscoil na Mara; with a 
view to alter the catchment area of Ardscoil na Mara” 

 
8. AOB 

E. Ruane SEO reminded Councillors of the standing invite to Easter Sunday Mass. 
 
This concluded the business of the meeting. 
 
 
Signed:   ________________________   Dated: ___________________ 
  Mayor 


